The format for notification of an affected Party of a proposed plan or programme under article 10 of the Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment was adopted by the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment by the Decision II/7 at its sixth session held in Geneva from 2 to 5 June 2014. 
This document contains excerpt from the Decision II/7 and can only be used in conjunction with the full text of Decision II/7 and not as a stand-alone document.



Notification of the affected Parties of the Plan for energy and climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025 – 2030 under article 10 of the Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment
	Description of information to be included

	Information

	General information on the plan or programme


	Name of the plan or programme

	Plan for energy and climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025 – 2030

	Type and sector of plan or programme (e.g., local land-use plan, national energy strategy)

	National-level energy climate plan.

	Territorial coverage (e.g., regional, national)

	National territory

	Main content and purpose of the plan or programme (e.g., framework setting for projects, determination of use of land) and its links with other plans or programmes

	The main purpose of the Plan for Energy and Climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025–2030 is to establish the strategic framework, objectives, measures, and priority actions for the national energy and climate policy for the period 2025–2030. The Plan defines the strategic direction for the development of the energy sector, the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, the increase of energy efficiency, the integration of renewable energy sources, and the adaptation to climate change. It also sets the framework for future projects and investments in the energy sector that may have environmental impacts.

The Plan determines policy scenarios, sectoral targets, measures, and pathways for achieving national and EU-aligned objectives, including implications for land use, infrastructure development, and conditions for implementing activities relevant to energy and climate policy.

	

Whether the plan or programme is binding
	Binding        

	
	Not binding         


	Submitted documents


	



Draft plan or programme
	Enclosed  

	
	Not enclosed  
(In which case, date by it will be transmitted) 
Plan for energy and climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025 – 2030 - English

	



Environmental Report
	Enclosed  

	
	Not enclosed   
(In which case, date by it will be transmitted)
The Draft Strategic Environmental Assessment Report for the Plan for Energy and Climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025 – 2030 – Macedonian

Non-technical summary of the Draft Strategic Environmental Assessment Report for the Plan for Energy and Climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025 – 2030 - English


	Other documents (with description)

	-

	Languages into which documents are or will be translated

	The documents are available in Macedonian and English and will be shared in both languages during the transboundary consultation process.

	Description of the decision-making procedure and of the strategic environmental assessment (SEA) procedure in the Party of origin


	Description of the phases of the planning procedure

	The Plan for Energy and Climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025–2030 is currently undergoing a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) procedure conducted at the national level by the Ministry of Energy, Mining and Mineral Resources, as the competent authority for the preparation and adoption of the Plan.

The Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning is responsible for the implementation of the transboundary SEA procedure, in its role as the national focal point for the Espoo Convention and the SEA Protocol.

The Plan for Energy and Climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025–2030 and its Draft SEA Report are currently available for public consultation. The transboundary consultation procedure is being conducted under Article 10 of the SEA Protocol to the Espoo Convention.

The public and relevant authorities in neighbouring countries are invited to provide comments and opinions on the Draft Plan and SEA Report. Comments received from national and transboundary consultations will be considered in the finalization of the Plan and SEA Report.

After completion of the SEA procedure, including consideration of all comments and recommendations, the Plan for Energy and Climate 2025–2030 will be adopted by Governmental Decision. The SEA Statement will summarize how the environmental assessment, as well as views and recommendations from public and transboundary consultations, have been taken into account.

	Legal basis for the planning procedure (quoting the regulation or other legal basis)

	The planning procedure for the Plan for Energy and Climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025–2030 is carried out in accordance with national legislation. It is legally required under:
· Law on Energy (“Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia” No. 79/2005, 106/2019), regulating the preparation and adoption of national energy plans;
· Relevant governmental and ministerial regulations regarding preparation, consultation and adoption of national plans.


	Description of the phases of the SEA procedure, including participation of the affected Party

	The SEA procedure for the Plan for Energy and Climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025–2030 is currently at the phase of public consultation on the Draft SEA report. During this phase, national authorities, stakeholders, and neighbouring countries are invited to provide comments and recommendations. All comments received will be taken into account in the further development of the Plan and the final SEA Report.

	Legal basis for the SEA procedure (quoting the regulation or other legal basis)

	The SEA procedure for the Plan for Energy and Climate 2025–2030 is legally required under:
· Law on Environment (“Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia” No. 53/05, 81/05, 24/07, 159/08, 83/09, 48/10, 124/10, 51/11, 123/12, 93/13, 187/13, 42/14, 44/15, 129/15, 192/15, 39/16, 99/18, 89/22, 171/22), Chapter X – Assessment of the effects of certain strategies, plans and programmes on the environment;
· Decree on the strategies, the plans and the programs, including amendments to such strategies, plans and programs, which are subject to a mandatory procedure for assessment of their impact on the environment and human health (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” No. 153/07 and 45/11);
· Decree on the public participation in the process of preparation of environmental regulations and other acts as well as environmental plans and programs (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” No. 147/07 and 45/11);
· Decree on the content of the strategic environmental assessment report (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” No. 153/07);

· Decree on the criteria on the basis of which the decisions as to whether a given planning document is likely to have a significant impact on the environment and human health shall be issued (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” No. 144/07);
· Ordinance on the composition of the committee and the manner of its operation, the program and the manner of carrying out the expert exam, the amount of the fee for taking the expert examination as well as the amount of the fee for the establishment and maintenance of the list of strategic environmental assessment experts and the manner of acquiring and losing the status of strategic environmental assessment expert, as well as the manner and the procedure for inclusion and exclusion from the list of experts (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” No. 129/07);
· Ordinance on the form, content and application of the decision for conducting or not-conducting strategic environmental assessment and on the application forms for the need of conducting and not conducting strategic environmental assessment (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” No. 122/11);
· Ordinance of conducting transboundary consultations (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” No. 110/2010);

	Present phase of the planning procedure and of the SEA procedure

	The Plan for Energy and Climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025–2030 and its Draft SEA Report are currently available for public consultations under Decree on the public participation in the process of preparation of environmental regulations and other acts as well as environmental plans and programs (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” No. 147/07 and 45/11).
The transboundary consultation procedure is being conducted under Article 10 of the SEA Protocol to the Espoo Convention.
The public and relevant authorities in neighbouring countries are invited to provide comments and opinions on the Draft Plan and the Draft SEA Report. Comments received from national and transboundary consultations will be considered in the finalization of the Plan and SEA Report.

	Time schedule of the foreseen continuation of the planning procedure and of the SEA procedure

	Time schedule for: 
- Planning procedure July 2024 – ongoing
- SEA procedure March 2025 - ongoing

	Process and timing of the possible adoption of the plan or programme

	The adoption of the Plan for Energy and Climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025–2030 is planned after the completion of the SEA procedure and governmental review. The indicative timeframe for adoption by the Government of the Republic of North Macedonia will be during 2026.

	Information on the public participation process in the Party of origin


	Opportunities for the public to participate:

	The SEA procedure for the Plan for Energy and Climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025–2030 provides several opportunities for public participation in accordance with national. The Draft SEA Report and accompanying documentation are made publicly available for review, and all interested institutions, civil society organizations, stakeholders, and members of the public may submit comments and recommendations.
Public participation is ensured through:
• Public access to the Draft SEA Report and the Draft Planning document;
• A minimum 30-day public consultation period;
• Submission of written comments via email or through the Ministry’s registry;
• Mandatory organization of at least one public hearing during the consultation period;
• Additional public discussions or meetings, when deemed necessary.

	Start and end dates for the public to provide comments on the environmental report and draft plan or programme

	The public consultation period for the Draft SEA Report and the Draft Plan for Energy and Climate of the Republic of North Macedonia 2025–2030 is planned to take place from:

Start date: 21.11.2025
End date: 21.12.2025


	How the public is informed of the public participation process

	The public is informed primarily by the Ministry of Energy, Mining and Mineral Resources, as the competent planning authority. Ministry of Energy, Mining and Mineral Resources publishes the Public Consultation Announcement, the Draft Plan/Programme, the Draft SEA Report, and all details regarding the public consultation period. The Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning additionally shares the Draft SEA Report on its official website.

The mandatory public hearing is announced by the planning authority on its official website and in at least one daily newspaper, in accordance with national requirements. The public announcement includes the start and end dates of the consultation period, information on the availability of documents, and details on the venue and timing of the public hearing.

	

Whether a public hearing is organized and, if so, when
	Yes 
(in which case, the date of the hearing)
Date of public hearing: TBC

	
	No 


	How the public is informed of the adoption of the plan or programme and how the information specified in article 11, paragraph 2, is made available

	Upon adoption of the Plan/Programme, the planning authority informs the public by publishing the final adopted Plan and the SEA report on its official website.

	Expected time schedule for transmittal of comments and questions by the public of the affected Party on the draft plan or programme and on the full environmental report

	Within 30 days after receiving the notification.

	Involved authorities in the Party of origin


	Authority responsible for the planning procedure

	The Ministry of Energy, Mining and Mineral Resources of the Republic of North Macedonia is the competent authority responsible for the preparation, consultation, and adoption of the Plan for Energy and Climate 2025–2030.

	Authority/institution responsible for the adoption of the plan or programme

	The Government of the Republic of North Macedonia is the authority responsible for the formal adoption of the Plan for Energy and Climate 2025–2030

	Authority responsible for the SEA procedure

	The Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning of the Republic of North Macedonia is responsible for coordinating the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) procedure, including transboundary consultations.

	Authority/institution responsible for the SEA decision (if applicable)

	The SEA Decision (Decision for implementation or non-implementation of the SEA procedure) is adopted by the planning authority, in this case, the Ministry of Energy, Mining and Mineral Resources, as the authority responsible for the preparation of the Plan.

	Affected Parties


	List of Parties to which notification has been sent

	Republic of Albania, Republic of Bulgaria, Republic of Greece, Republic of Kosovo and Republic of Serbia

	Point of contact for the transboundary procedure


	Authority responsible for coordinating activities relating to the transboundary SEA procedure: name, address, email, telephone and fax numbers

	Name: Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning of the Republic of North Macedonia
Address: Blvd. “Goce Delchev” 18, 1000 Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Email: info@moepp.gov.mk
Telephone: +389 2 3125 502
Fax: +389 2 3125 503

	Deadlines for response to the notification


	Deadline for responding to indicate whether the affected Party wishes to participate

	Within 15 days after receiving the notification.

	Deadline for transmission of comments on the draft plan or programme and the full environmental report by authorities of the affected Party (if different from above)

	Authorities of the affected Parties are requested to submit their comments and recommendations on the Draft Plan for Energy and Climate 2025–2030 and the Draft SEA Report within 30 days from the receipt of the notification and supporting documents.




	Means of communication


	Means by which letters from the Party of origin are sent (e.g., e-mail, fax, post, via embassy)

	Notifications and related documents are sent by e-mail to the focal point for the SEA Protocol of the Republic of North Macedonia, including the designated contact persons:

Biljana Petkovska
National Focal Point for the Espoo Convention
b.spiroska@moepp.gov.mk 

Nebi Rexhepi, 
National Focal Point SEA Protocol
n.rexhepi@moepp.gov.mk 

Zarije Abazi, Junior Associate for Implementation of the Strategic Environmental Assessment Process
z.abazi@moepp.gov.mk 

	Means by which affected Parties are asked to send their letters

	Affected Parties are requested to submit their comments, opinions, and recommendations on the Draft Plan and Draft SEA Report by e-mail to: 
b.spiroska@moepp.gov.mk
n.rexhepi@moepp.gov.mk
z.abazi@moepp.gov.mk 






